SUBMITTAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS /5'
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA  {D

FROM: TLMA/Planning Department SUBMITTAL DATE: May 28, 2003

SUBJECT: FAST TRACK CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 3252, REVISED PERMIT NO. 2
(FTA#97-39) - EA 38947 - Southern California Recycling - Fourth Supervisorial District -
Thousand Palms Zoning District - 25 Acres - M-SC zoning - Easterly of Rio Del Sol Road,
southerly of Vista Chino Road, northerly of Varner Road - REQUEST: Expand existing recycling
facility from six acres to 25 acres, including chipping & grinding operation for green and wood
waste materials from six acres to 10 acres with material piles up to 20 feetin height, add ten acres
for the recycling of asphalt and concrete materials with material piles up to 30 feet in height,
expand existing outdoor recycling processing facility for metal and white goods, and construct two
equipment storage/maintenance buildings with adjacent outdoor equipment storage area.

CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES: Maintaining on-going inspections of the operation, the extent and
nature of proposed uses, air quality requirements and scope of proposed grading activities
resolved through recommended conditions of approval.

BACKGROUND: The purpose of Conditional Use Permit No. 3252, Revised Permit No. 2
(hereafter “RVP#2") is to re-circulate the CEQA Environmental Assessment with the California
State Clearinghouse as part of a settlement agreement between an individual group,“Citizens to
Enforce CEQA”, and the County of Riverside. “Citizens to Enforce CEQA” challenged the approval
and adoption of the mitigated negative declaration and Conditional Use Permit No. 3252, Revised
Permit No. 1 (hereafter “RVP#1") which allowed expansion of the existing recycling facility.

The existing recycling facility was originally approved under Conditional Use Permit No. 3252 by
the Board of Supervisors on May 19, 1998. The original site consisted of six acres. Non-
compliance issues arose with conditions of approval such as with lack of security bonding, lack
of wind screens, lack of completed masonry cell walls, limited parking/landscaping improvements,

N

Ron Goldman, Interim Planning Director
(Continued on attached page)

PFC:csa

C:\Documents and Bettings\nlitiejLocal Settings\Temp'3252.11a2.wpd

C.E.O. RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE
Qf L P ( %QW

County Executive Offic SlgLature

O Policy
| Policy

@{onsent
E/Consent

Department Recommendation:

Per Executive Office:

FORM 11A (Rev 8/98) Prev. Agn. ref. 16.2 Dist. Fourth AGENDAVl 6 . 2



THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Form 11A
Cond. Use Permit No. 3252, Rev. Permit No. 2
PAGE -2 -

and an increase in recycling area from six acres to approximately 25 acres, including added
concrete and inert recycling materials not previously approved.

To address non-compliance issues, and to expand the recycling facility from six acres to 25 acres,
the owner/applicant applied for RVP#1 in April 2001. RVP#1 was approved by the Planning
Commission on November 14, 2001. The expansion consisted of increased recyclable materials
including green wastes, inert materials, and metal/white goods along with future construction of
two industrial buildings (5,000 square foot building/10,000 square foot building).

Prior to receive and file action by the Board, an appeal of RVP#1 was filed by Citizens to Enforce
CEQA against the approval action of the Planning Commission. The appeal was denied at the
Board hearing on January 29, 2002 upholding approval of RVP#1.

Shortly after the appeal hearing, legal action was filed by Citizens to Enforce CEQA to challenge
the approval and the CEQA findings of RVP#1. Litigation was resolved through a settlement
agreement requiring the EA to be re-circulated with the State Clearinghouse. The Board, as part
of the settlement agreement, rescinded its prior approval of RVP#1 on September 10, 2002.

In order to accomplish re-circulation of the EA, Planning staff has completed an initial study and
proposed mitigated negative declaration for EA38947 and has prepared updated conditions of
approval for RVP#2 for your Board’s consideration. No changes to the project have been
proposed by the owner/applicant. The purpose of RVP#2 is strictly to re-circulate the EA. The
circulation period for state agencies is a minimum of 30 days, not including transit and
administrative time. As a Fast Track matter, this conditional use permit has been forwarded
directly to your Board for hearing. The recommendation of Planning Staff is indicated below.

FURTHER PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS: JUNE 3, 2003

The project was continued from May 20, 2003 Board of Supervisors hearing to the June 3, 2003
Board hearing in order to allow additional time for the applicant to address comments received
from an attorney in opposition to the project based on the completed Environmental Assessment
No. 38947. The attorney in opposition submitted a letter dated May 20, 2003 in opposition to the
findings of Environmental Assessment No. 38947.

Planning staff met with the applicant’s representative on May 23, 2003 to discuss various options
including preparation of a new Environmental Assessment (EA) to be completed by the applicant’s
environmental consultant to address comments received at the Board hearing.

The applicant’s representative submitted a letter dated May 28, 2003 requesting a 60 day
continuance to August 12, 2003 in order to allow completion of an amended environmental
assessment. The continuance will allow additional time to complete the amended EA and re-
circulate the document with the state clearinghouse. Therefore, Planning staff recommends
continuance and re-advertisement of the revised conditional use permit.
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THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS (6/3/03):

CONTINUANCE of FAST TRACK CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 3252, REVISED PERMIT
NO. 2, to the August 12, 2003 Board Hearing or next available Board Hearing in order to allow
sufficient time for completion of an amended Environmental Assessment, re-circulation of the EA
with the state clearinghouse, and re-advertisement of the public hearing.
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County of Riverside
Board of Supervisors
4080 Lemon St., 9th Floor
Riverside, CA 892501

Reference: Conditionat (Use Parmit Q3252 R2

Daar Mr. Chairman and Board Mambers:
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P.O. Box 125885

Palm Desert, CA 922685

Toel. (V60) 285-5388

Fax. (7¥80) 3a2-a088

emaii: rdstokes@@zipmail.com

My client respeectfully requests that the public hearing before your body be continued until August 12,
2003. After discussions with Caunty staff, we baliove it is in Southerm California Recycling’'a interest
to amend the previousily prepared Envirorrmental Assessment to provide clarification and additiona)

information._

Thank you for your consicderation of our requeast.

Respectfutly, -
d. %x( D

Rick Stokes

ol Mre. Ted Dumas, Southern Califormia Recycling
Mr. George Adams, Adams Steel, Inc,



